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SUBJECT: FARM AND OPEN SPACE TAX LAW e
REFERENCE: Tltle 36 M R.S.A., Sections 1101 1121 as amended by PL 2004 c 619

General lnformat:on The Farm and Open Space Tax Law prowdes for the vatuatson of land*jj? -
which has been classified as farmland or open space land based on its current Use as'
farmland or open space, rather than its potential fair market vallie for more intensive uses.
other than agricultural or open space. The purpose of this bulletin is to explain the more
important features of this law. As used in. this bulletin; the title: "assessor(s)" means the
assessor or board of assessors of a municipality, the ‘chief assessor ‘of a Pﬂmary
Assessing Area and the State Tax Assessor in the case of the Unorgamzed Terntory :

Farmland

- A Valuation - The assessor(s) for each taxmg JU!‘!SdICt!Oﬂ shaIE establlsh the 100%_-’-
valuation per acre based upon the current use value of farmland utlllzed for agricultural or
horticultural purposes. The values adopted shall be: based on such considerations ‘as’
farmland rentals, farmer-to-farmer sales, soil types and’ quallty commodlty values,
topography and after considering state: developed - gmdeimes for agncultura! ‘valuation.
These values shall not reflect potential developmental or market. value usages other than-
agricultural or horticultural use. In addition, the values shall not reﬂect either road or shore-ﬁ'
frontage. See Guidelines for Agncuitu al Vatuat;on on page 8 : .

The assessor(s) shall record i the I r.smc:lpai cﬁ" ice of the town in whzch the farmiand is:
located, the value of the farmland as established under this subchapter and the value at-
which the farmland would have bs n assessed had’ |t not been classﬁ' ed under thl
subchapter. S . SR : S o

B. Reguirement for Classification: 3

{1) Mimmum size - The tract mu: contaln at Ieast 5 cont:guous acres.’ An appl;catlon_
may be made for more than 1 traut of property as Iong as une of the tracts contams 5.
contiguous acres. S T B RN

(2) Use - The tract must be used For farmlng agncuiture or horticuitural actsvatles,-- but:
may include woodland and wasteland within the farm’ unit: | Hort:cuituraf means: Iandj,__-;
which is engaged in the production. of vegetables tree fruﬁ sma!l fru1ts ﬂowers and o
woody or herbaceous plants) 3 = L EREER R : :

CrFICE PHONE: (207)287-2011 (207) 287-4477 (HEARING EMPAIRED). | = 'F;w* (’20'7)28'7 6396

WEB SITE ADDRESS: = . IRENTNT SRR R EMAIL ADDRESS:
www.maine.gov/revenue/propertytax 3 OFF[CE_S LQCATE_D_A-T' ERTR i pmp mw(Dmame gov
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3. Open Space Land

A

Page 3

(3) Income Requirement - The tract must contrrbute to a gross income per year of at-"
least $2,000 in one of the 2, or 3 of the 5 calendar years preceding the. date’ of i
application for classification. - Gross income rncludes the value of commodltres:f_---.'-_-_"_'-"'
produced for consumption-by the farm household E S

(4} Income Report - The owner must fi Ie wrth the assessor by Aprrl 1st of each f fth year'_ﬁf‘_.
a determination of the gross income derived by either the owner or Iessee |n each of the*{ s
previous five years from acreage cla551fred as farmland : :

Provisional Classifi catton

The owner of a parcel of farmland whrch meets all the requwements except the gross:'-f'-'_'
income requirement may apply for a 2-year provisional classification as farmiand under -

this subchapter. The parcel shall be prows:onally class;fed and subject to the"_f-_}:
prcvrs:ons of this subchapter. . e L . : i

If at the end of the 2—year perlod the Iand does not qualrfy tne owner pays the followmg
penalty: . R o : :

An amount equal to the taxes which would have been assessed had the property been'_f}_*_-“_
assessed at its fair market value on April 1 for the 2 precedrng tax years less the taxes

paid during those 2 preceding years and mterest at the Iegal rate on those amounts
which would have been payable _ : & Sl 8 :

Valuation of Open Space Land

(1) Valuation Method - . For purposes of this subchapter the current use value of open-..';'_;
space land is the sale price that particular open space parcel would command in the
marketplace if it were required to remiain in'the particular category or categorses of openg-'
space land for which it qualifies, ad;usted by the certrt’ ed ratlc : .
The values may be establlshed based on such conaderatrons as sales of iand subject 3
to permanent conservation restrictions, sales of: fand. subject to: ‘enforceable: deed'_’g'_ _
restrictions, enhancement to unclassified “appurtenant land areas 'under ‘same
ownership, before and after appraisals of permanently restricted [and'i in: the region: and'.:;
other relevant factors. These values may not reﬂect development or. market va!ue
purposes other than open space use, SRR [

(2) Altematwe Valuatron Method - Notwuthstanding any other provrsmn of Iaw rf an

assessor is unable to determine the valuation of open space land under the conventronal'_‘[ i
method above, the assessor may value that land under the followmg alternative method..
The assessor may reduce the assessed valuation, as adjusted by the certified ratio of
similar land in the municipality but without conservation: easement sestrictions; by the =

cumuiative percentage reduotron for wh:ch the Iand is elsglble accordlng tc the followmg:..'{
categories. _ e e e St -

a. All ordmary open space land is elrg#ble for a reduction of 20% off the standard
value. _ _ _ SR _

b. Permanently protected open space’ 1and is eltgrble for the reductron set rn
- paragraph “a” and an additional 30%: in other words 1/zoffthe standard value S

¢. Forever wild open space land is eligible for the reductlon set in paragraphs a
and "b” and an additional 20%; in other words 70% off the standard value
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Page 4

d. Pubilc access en space iand is elrglble for the appl;cabie reductron set ln.; jj'_*
paragraph “a”, “b” or “¢” and an addltlonat 25%; |n other words _,g__ 95% off the S
standard value*, . co S : _ . :
Notwrthstandrng the above, *the value of forested open space Iand may not be
" reduced to less than the values certified under the Tree' Growth: Tax Law and the i
open space Iand valuation may not exceed ;ust value as requlred under §701-A

(3) Definition of Land Cateqones Eiaquble for Add;tronai Percentaqe Reductlon

. Permanently protected’ open space is an area of open space !and that is subject to
restrictions prohibiting building deve!opment under -‘a” perpetual - conservatlon_f-j_ S
easement or as an open space. preserve owned and operated by a nonprofitentity =~
committed to conservation and will permanently preserve the property in |ts naturai

scenic or open character. (50% off) OREURE SRS

= Forever wrtd open space is an area of open space iand that is permanently S
protected and subject to restrictions or committed to- uses by a nonprofit entity =~
committed to conservation and will ensure that i in the future the natural resourceson.
that protected property will ‘remain ‘unaltered, ‘except  for: Fishing ‘or: huntlng,j-l_--_;_.
Harvesting shellfish in the intertidal zohe; Prevention of the spread: of - fires or.
disease; or Providing opportunttles for Iow |mpact outdoor recreatzon naturer'-f o
observation and study (70% off) N _ S

s Public access open space is any area of open space Iand ailowmg publlc: accessg:.'
by reasonable means and the applicant agrees “to refrain’ from’ taking. actlon to
discourage or prohibit daytime, non-motorized and nondestructive’ public tse: The
applicant may permit, but is not obligated to permit as a condition of quahf ication for
public access status, hunting, snowmobiling, overmght use or other more intensive
outdoor recreational uses. The applicant may impose: temporary or Ioca!azed public -
access restrictions to: Protect active habitat. of endangered species;: Prevent -
destruction or harm to fragile protected natural i resources; or protect the recreatlonal
user from any hazardous area. (Addltronai 25% off) SRR '

Standards for Classifi cat;on -.

() Minimum_size - There is rio minimum’ acreage requtrement for Open Space i
However, minimum area(s) and setback(s) for non- conformmg use must be excluded
from classification. RPN G .

(2) Use - The tract must be preserved or restrlcted in use to provrde a pubirc beneﬁt byfi.'
conserving scenic resources; enhancing public: recreatlon opportunrtles promotmg- :
game management; or preserving wﬂdhfe or wrtdhfe habltat : : : :

(3) Developed Lands - Any burldlng or rmprovement area(s) are excluded from’. g
classification as open space land.. Each excluded area must include at least the =
minimum lot size and, for improvements within the 250 foot shoreland area (75 feeton .
streams), the minimum shoreland frontage required by the: apphcable minimum: lot
standards or zoning ordinance for the zrea in which the land is located, whichaveris =
larger. The shoreland frontage requirernent is waived if. The affected frontage ispartof
a contiguous shore path or a beach for which there is or will be, once classified, reguiar:
and substantial use by the public; or The legislative body of the mumczpalrty determmes{
that a public benefit will be served by preventing future development near the shore or by -
securing access for the public on the particular shore!and area that would otherwse be. :
excluded from classification. Title 38, § 435 R o SR BN :
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- of public benefit. Among the Factors to be consrdered are

Public Benefit F actors '

Factors appropnate to one applrcatlon may be lrrelevant in determinmg the publzc benef t
of another application. A single Factor, whether listed here or not, may be determlnatrve_':

(1) The importance of the land by virtue of its size or umqueness in the vrcmrty or L
proximity to extensive development or compnsmg an entrre landscape feature .

(2) The likelihood that development of the land would contnbute to degradatlon of the--f.:'::-_-'
scenic, natural, historic or archeologrcal character of tne area R

(3) The opportunrty of the general publlc to apprecrate S|gmﬁcant scenlc values of the_f-'-.
jand, NI R

(4) The opportunlty for regular and substantlal use of the land by the general publlc for
recreational or educational use; , R e

(5) The |mportance of the land in preservrng a Iocal or regronal landscape or resource__:_
that attracts tourism or commerce to the area . TP

(8) The likelihood that the preservatlon of the Iand as undeveloped open space wﬂl

provide economic benefit to the town by Ismltlng munrmpal expendltures reqwred to .
service developrnent s _ , L :

(7) Whether the land is mcluded in an area desrgnated as open space Iand or resource}_'?

protection land on a comprehensive plan orin a zonlng ordlnance or on a zonrng map as'.'
finally adopted; : _ : : o o

(8) The existence of a conservatlon easement other legally enforceable restrrctron or':.f
ownership by a nonprofit entity committed to conservation of the property that wrll i
permanently preserve the land in rts natural scen;c or open character SR

(9) The proximity of other pnvate or publ:c conservatlon Iands protected by permanent

easement or ownership by governmental or nonprof it entatles commltted to conservatlonfﬁ i
of the property; o o . : i

(10) The likelihood that protectron of the land w;li contrlbute to the ecologrcal v;abllrty. of a';.

local, state or national park, nature presenre wrldlrfe refuge wﬂdemess area or. s:m|lar-"_"
protected area; . :

(11} The existence on tne land of habrtat for rare, endangered or threatened specses o_f:'_;"
animals, fish or plants, or of a high qualsty exampte of a terrestrral or aquatlc communrty :

(12) The consistency of the proposed open space (ase wrth pubhc programc for scenlc'_'.'
preservation, wildlife preservation hrstonc preservation game manat ement or;j;_
recreation in the reglon : . _ R

(13) The identification of the tand or of outstanding‘ nat’u'ral"re'sourCes on the land by'a _
legislatively mandated program, on the state, local or federal level, as partlcusar areas;
parcels, land types or natural resources for protection including, but not limited to, the
Register of Critical Areas under Title 5, chapter 312; the laws . governing: wildlife -
sanctuaries and management areas under Title 12, sections 7651 and 7652; the laws:
governing the State's rivers under Title 12, chapter 200 the natural resource protection.
laws under Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 5-A: and the Malne Coaatal Barrter_{-
Resources Systems under Trtle 38, chapter 21 or : -
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(14) Whether the land contalns hlstonc or archeolog:cal resources Ilsted in ’the Natlonai S
Register of Historic Places or is determined eligible for such a listing by the ‘Maine: -
Historic Preservation Commission, either in its own right or as’ contnbuting to the :
significance of an adjacent historic or archeolog|cal resource tlsted or eilg;ble to be :
listed, in the National Reglster of Historic P[aces : r

(15) Whether the land is marntalned in accordance wsth cr;tena that are adopted under'.':f“".'.:--
local ordinance that prowde for preserving. the mtegnty of hlstorlcally important:_'-'_i--
structares or conservzng a scenic view (Tltle 30-A §5730) : , o

(16) Whether the iand contalns a wﬂdhfe habrtat whrch is subject to a wrttten-'-,-'_: S
management agreement between the landowner and either the: Department of Inland . -

Fisheries and Wildiife or the Department of Conservatlon to ensure that the habltat
benefits provided by the land are not Eost ; _ : S

Land containing structures or any substantlal |mprovements the owner shail md:cate on_"_ ;
the application schedule and classification map the area(s) within the parce! contammg e
improvements and exclude. from open space classification - area(s) equal to the:
applicable building Iot size prescnbed by the zonlng reguiattons reEevant to that s;te R

General Prov:snons

A Filing Owners must file an apptlcatron by Apnl 1 of the year in whach ctassw' catlon is
first requested with the assessor(s) of the junsdlctlon where the prcperty is located.- Annual_
filing is not necessary; however, assessor(s) may request the filing of a new application at -
any time. The application must be accompanied by a map or. sketch showrng the: different_'-_"-._
land classifications as well as non- farmland or non-open spac:e land classrf caﬂon W|th|n P
the tract. _ . : _ _ SRR BN i

B. Notification of Ctassrf catron - The assessor(s) must determlne whether the iand i§
subject to classification and classify the land as to type and notify the owner of the declswnﬂ’:f R
by June 1st of that year. If the application is denied, the assessor(s) must state the reasons: .
for the denial and provide the Iandowner an opportunlty to amend the schedule to ccnform to;

the requirements of the statute S i _

C. Reclassmcatron Landcwners are requrred to g;ve the assessor(s) notlce of any change-_
in farmland or open spacs land classification.- If thé landowners do not: ‘give' notice of any .~

change in classification, the assessor(s) must recIassufy the parce! where the facts Justtfy a_"‘_-:'
change in classification or use.. L : RO :

D. Tax Rate - Classified farmland and open space Iand shali be subject to the same-
property tax rate applicable to other property in the _lUI’tSdICttOT] R :

E. Valuation of Areas Other Than Farrniand or Open Space Land

(1) Forest Land - The 100% valuations for Farm woodland wrthln a classn’ ed parcet'-
must be the 100% valuations per acre establishad for forest land accordmg to the Tree
Growth Tax Law. Classified Open Space wood!and must be valued at Open Space rate.
but not less than Tree Growth values - _ o ; o

(2y  Other Areas Areas other than farm[and hortlcu!tural !and and open space Iand
must be valued on the basns of fair market value PSS . AR .

Appeal from Assessor(s)

A Abatement Procedure Assessments made under thls subchapter are subject to the_".i_:
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abatement procedures p'rovéded by 36 MRSA _§841  The 'é's'é'ess'g')_rs-, on IWrit'té'ri:épbiic':é't:ibhf-.f

. Page 7 B = S L oL Bulletin NG 1Bt



within 185 days from date of commrtment statrng the grounds therefore or on thelr own
initiative within one year from date of commitment, may make such reasonable abatement_'_”
as they think proper, provxded the taxpayer has complred wnth sectton 706 : :

B. Notlce of Decision - The assessor shall by June 1st notlfy the landowner that hIS i
application has. been accepted or denied. If the applrcatlon is denied, the assessor shall:g_'.f::
state the reasons for the denial and provide the landowner an: opportunrty to amend the'
schedule to conform to the requrrements of th;s chapter wrthrn 60 days e e

C. State Board of Property Tax Revrew An appitcatlon for review must be t" led wsthln 60.-'_ :
days from receipt of the assessors' decision or within 60 days from the date the apphcattonz-_-' _
for abatement was deemed to have been demed . S i

D. Superior Court Any party drssatrsﬁed w:th the decrsron of the State Board of Property:'-.
Tax Review may further appeal to Supenor Court ln the county where the property is. -
located. _ _ R i

Wrthdrawal of Classnfrcatson Penalty

A Change in Use - If classrfed farmland or open spsce land no Ionger meets the". R
requirement for classification, it may be withdrawn from classification by the assessor(s)yor -
at the request of the owner. Any change in use drsqualrfymg Iand for c[assrt‘ cetrcn under-'-;- e
this subchapter shall cause a penalty to be assessed 8 _ :

B. Penalty - Penaities shall be apptled asa result of a change in use and the wathdrawal of'
a portion of a classified parcel except when wrthdrawal is caused by a transfer resulting:
from the exercise or threatened exercise of the power of eminent domain.. That portion of. -
the classified parcel which displays a change in use shall be subject to penalty assessment.}__. ;
and enforced as a supplemental tax. : : S T T '

B1. Change from - Farmland to Open Space of Open Space to Tree Growth or Open
Space to Farmland may not be penahzed lf parcel also meets elrgibrhty requrrements of the'
new classification. _ AT SN : .'

C. Determination of Penaltv'?T'he penalty sh_a'll_ be a'na'rhou'nt_'_eqdel' to oneofthefoltowmg o

C1. Farm Land Penaity:

(1) For land that has been classrf ed as farmland under thrs subchapter the penalty_.l-_':
shall be the taxes which would have been assessed upon the land for the past 5 years,
iess all taxes which were actually paid durmg those 5 years, ptus mterest at the rate set o
annually by the municipality dunng those 5 years of classrf catlon ' o

(2) An owner of farmland that has been cEassrﬁed under thrs subchapter for 5 full years
or more may pay any penalty owed in up to 5 equal annual installments w1th interest’ at
the rate set by the town to begin 60 days after the date of the supplemental assessment o
For an owner paying the penalty under this procedure the penod during. which the tax
lien mortgage, including nterest and costs,: must be paid to avoid foreclosure and
expiration of the right of redernption is 48 months: from the fi iling. date of the tax lien
certificate.  The increased redemption. term ‘from: the. standard 18-month’ term |s
required in order to accommodate the enlarged tlme to pey under thrs procedure

(3) Notmthstandrng the above the recapture penalty for parcels transferred mto -.;5

Farmiand from Open Space or Tree Growth shall be thc seme as the pnor class;f cat:on_
if the time classified as Farmlandis 10 years or less R S S
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C2. Open Space Penalty;

(1) An amount equal to 30% of the dxfference between the 100% open space valuat;on..:':"-.'f.ix e
(of the classified land on the assessment date immediately’ preceding wzthdrawal) and' e
the 100% fair market value of the property on the date of W|thdrawal : . S

(2) If the land has been classified for more than 10 years the followang percentages._'};’;
shall apply to the dn‘ference between the open space vaiuataon enci the assessed falr_*r AR

market vaiue.

10 years orless SRR '30%,' G
11years S 29% e

- 13years - T 27%

14 years L S 26%
Syears - = 0 28%
1Byears 0 L 24% T
17 years - - Lo 28%
18years . . L 22%
19 years 2%
20yearsormore REE T 20% ST

D. Assessed Fair Market Value - Assessed fair market value at the time of w;thdrawal is the ﬁ'-'-::"i -
assessed value o comparable property in the taxmg Jurisdtctlon adjusted by the certlf ed
assessment ratio to 100% S _ : Rt

IMPORTANT. in no event may the penatty be less- than the mlnlmum requtred by the S
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 8;" . . . a minimum penalty equal to the tax which would’ Sl
have been imposed over the 5 years prec:edlng that change of use had that real estate been
assessed at its highest and best use, less all taxes paid on that real estate over the precedlng D
years, and interest, upon such reasonable and’ equ:tab!e basis ‘as the Legislature “shall’ " .
determine. Any statutory or constitutional penalty imposed as a result of a change of use, RS
whether imposed before or after the approvai of thls subsectson shall be determmed wﬂhoutj'.-__'_'_'_-'--.: e
regard to the presence of mmera!s " : e R RN :

7. Valuation Guidelines and Program Promotlon

The Department of Agriculture, workmg w;th Masne Revenue Servcces and representatlves'-f s
of municipal assessors and farmers, must prepare valuation gutdetmes to" assist local . .
assessors in the valuation of farmland.: The suggested gwdelmes include values for crop
land, orchard land, pasture land and horticultural land.: The values recommended are
designed to enlighten Maine citizens to the existence of the Farm and Open Space Tax -
Laws as well as providing regional mformatlon to Iocai farm orgamzat ons and mumclpai tax

asvessors.

Gwdehnes for Agrlcultura! Valuatlon

The fotlow;ng GUIDELINES were denved by the Department of Agrlculture end Malne Revenue"- .
Services after review of commentarv from the assessmg and agncuttural communltles i

The CATEGORIES indicated very somewhat re[attve to Ianguage found m the law our attempt =
to reconcile that language wuth typlcal Maine farmlng practlces fot!ows ¥

SUGGESTED VALUES are a ccrrelatton of market data anaiys;s and mcome streams.._-j-_:::"'_'-"-'_: :
attributable to agricultural enterprise. : ST T s
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Upon consideration of the various ADJUSTMENT. FACTORS relative to 'regt'oh:él:or'St'atevvide o L
averages, assessors may elect to develop localized values. However, the local assessors must-'_.' T
. substantiate any variation in assessment of farmland from the recommended values '

PASTURE LAND...Land devoted to the productlon of forage plants consurmed by anirnals. Thls; e
includes grazing land, hay, ensilage, corn for ensuage and any other crops grown for forage SOt

$325 per acre suggested value - observed range $100 $525 e _ R
CROP LAND...Land used for field grown crops such as a typzcal Malne potato farm Thls wooid';;'_i'__i
include usual crops grown in rotation with potatoes - comn for gram smail gralns Iuplnes e
broccoh etc. : ; _ ERERE

$400 per acre suggested value - observed range $150 $600

BLUEBERRY LAND...Land devoted to productlon of wsld tow»bush btueberries

$400 per acre suggested vaiue - observed range $200 $800

HORTICULTURAL LAND | (EDIBLE)...Land used for intensive vegetabie and smalt frUIt
production, market gardening, strawberraes raspberrres hlgh bush bluebemes etc : :

$450 per acre suggested value - observed range $350 $650

HORTICULTURAL LAND Nl (ORNAMENTAL)..Land used for productlon of planted and__j_ff_»-_.-'_ o
cultivated Christmas trees, flowers, sod, shrubs, rees and general nursery stock ' R
$550 per acre suggested value - observed range $425 $850

ORCHARD LAND..Land devoted to the growth and cuitavatron of trees beanng edlbie fruzt g
There should be a minimum stocking density equrvatent to 60 trees per acre pa

$450 per acre suggested value - observed range $350 $800. (For standardlfuil size varlet!es) e
$650 per acre suggested value - observed range $450 - $1150 (For dwarf and semr—dwarf
varieties) _ _ . o S

ADJUSTMENT FACTORS

Soil type, conservation measures, convenience and prox;mtty to the farmstead f etd size andi

shape, slopes, drainage, aeration, accessibility to and cho:ce of markets rocks chmate__'.f'j_@::“;
commodity yield and price. e - :

NOTE: This bulletin is mtended sotely as adv:ce to assxst persons in determrnmg, exerusmg or
complying with their legal rights, duties or privileges. If further information is needed contactthe - "
Property Tax Division, PO Box 91086, Augusta ME. 04332 Tel (207)287~20ﬁ(v0|ce) or--'-
(207)287-4477(TTY). _ S T ey

The Department of Administrative and Financial SENICBS does not dlsorrmmate on the baS|s of S
disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities.” This.
material can be made available in alternate formats by contactmg the Department's ADA-: S
Coordinator at (207)287-9437(voice) or (207)287-4537(TTY). SR
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‘ SCHEDULE 3 B
CLASSIFICATION AND VALUATION OF LAND AS FARMLAND
(Title 36, M R S A., Sectlons 110’!-1 121)

(Schedute is fo be filed with assessor(s) in duphcate onor before Apnf 1 of the year in Wthh app!rcaf.ron rs requested B
Schedule must be accompanied by a map descnbmg the parcel )

1.Name of Owner(s)

2.Mailing Address
" Number and Street

Post Office

3.Location of Farmland Parcel S

_ ) Muricipality o ”i‘ovms.hip -
4 ldentification of Farmland Parcel L

Map and LM s S Deed.I.?.efe.z;er.:eel_ﬁi_eok:"an.c_f_.F.’eQe::
5.Farmiand Parcel - Acreage and Valuation Breakdown (round f:gures to nearest acre) S
*Please refer to classification GUIDELINES- - T '
A.FARMLAND N This et L G
‘ S r 100%Value PerAcre_-_:-ai_-':'_
Type/UseAcres . _ . u@s. | L
Crop Land _ . B T
@S

Pasture Land B IR S B

Total Vafuatlon e

Orchard Land

Horticuttural | (Edible)

Horticultural i (Ornamental) - L r

Blueberry Land

| T Total 100% SO e
Total Farmiand L L e 'Farmlandvaluation Eeb

B.LAND UNSUITABLE FOR FARMLAND © o 100% Value Per Acre - Total Valuation
Acres S ! SR R '. .:_::_:.::_.
Natural Water o D , @$ EEEE R .,$ T
{Lakes, Ponds, Rivars) : B T

Waetlands : _ u@$ L T R e e
(Bog, Swamp, Marsh) : RIS e

Barren Land , . “!@$ - g
{Bedrock, Ledge, Sand)

. L Total 100% Valuatlon Land
Total Land g _ . oy Unsuitab!e for Farmiand
Unsuitable for Farmiand o ' o

' : B f“ 100% Vaiue Per Acre
C.FOREST TYPE LANDAcres - _ IRk '

m@ss S

._m@$ o o
Hardwood Type B TotaITOO% Valuatxon RS L

' S BR Forest Type Land o= '
Total Forest Type Land ' : S F AR

i

Softwaod Type

Mixed Wood Type '




* D. OTHER LAND (House Lots,Roads, Power
Lines,eic}) _ L

Otherland Acres . |1 100% Value Per Acte -~ . Total Valuation
- . ;

TOTAL - OTHER LAND - il Total100% Valuation - .
: : of Otherland - . .. =.: g

I

TOTAL ACREAGE OF PARCEL

I Total 100% Valuation Aoy
tofABCandD. . - = © _37_~._1 

7 Multiplied by Certified Municipal

‘U Assessment Ratio. ~.- - X

[+ Assessed Valuation of - e

tiFarmiand Parcel 00 o=t g
8. Gross Income from Farming Activities for Each of Past Two or Five Years; if no Past Income, indicate "Provision
Classification” ' R e

Year . Amount .

7. 1 hereby certify that the answers to the foregoing questions are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and that -
the land herein described as farmland fulfills the definition of farmiand set forth by statute.” | have received a copy of
Property Tax Bulletin No. 18 and | am aware of the local farmland valuation rates: and: the-penalty provision for
withdrawal or change in use. : T e B N e s e

Date

: Owﬁer(é.)‘.---' ;

This area provided for assessing official use: The assessor shall record, :nthe municipal office. of the town in whiich the
farmland is Jocated, the value at which the farmland would have been assessed had' it not been. classified under: this
subchapter. : e IR e T e i e T

Maine Revenue Services .
PTF-475 "

 (Approp. 1037.1) | SEEATTACHED SHEET FOR INSTRUCTIONS & VALUATION GUIDELINES)




INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING SCHEDULE FOR CLASSIFICATION OF LAND AS FARMLAND
{Under Title 36, M.R.S.A., Sections 1101 through 1121 - The Farm"_and Open Space Tax Law) oo

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

FILING SCHEDULE. Owners must submit a s
which classification is requested. The schedule
non-farmiand uses.

igned scheduls in dUp'!icate on or be'fcfe_-_'Abrii'_ﬂ : 'Qf't"ﬁ_é"ifééf in:
must list the acreage of each farm classification as well as th

'WHERE TO FILE. Filing is fo be with the municipal assessors in the case of land located in municipalities, o -
with the State Tax Assessor when fand is in the Unorganized Territory. . oo

SCHEDULE. A separate schedule must be filed for each farm unit which i described as any tract or tracts o
land, including woodiand and wasteland of at least 5 contiguous acres. . If a parcel is located in more than one:
municipality or township, a separate schedule must be filed for sach municipality or township covering the portion
of the parcel located in that municipality or township, - T e

INCLUSION OF MAP. The schedule must be écccmpaii'ied bya mép-df-_"’thé"parééf '(s'kefch'éd'}"'dr- cirafted
indicating the areas of different farmland and other areas of land as described in Section 5 of the schedle. ' =
Lines 1 and 2. The name, address and tefephone number of the owner should appear on these lines. If there is
more than one owner enter "Multiple Owners" on line 1 anid attach a separate sheet listing this information. L
Line 4. The preferable identification of land would bé the description under which the property is carried inthe
assessment records or on the most recent tax bill. Where this description is not readily available, references fo
the recorded deed (as Book 231, Page 18, Kennebec Registry) can be substituted.. o

Line 5A. Show total acreage of each farm!én

d type in the parcel covered by the schedule.: Thie stautory
definition of the farmland types is as follows: T I e e

CROP LAND. "Crop Land" means acre

age within a farm unit of land in tilage rotation, open fand
formerly cropped and land in bush fruits, T e

ORCHARD LAND. "Orchard Land" means the combined acreage within a farm cnit land devoted to
the cultivation of trees bearing edible fruit. . - I s e

PASTURE LAND. "Pasture land" means the combined acreage within a farm urit of land devoted to the
production of forage plants used for animal Production, - e
HORTICULTURAL LAND. "Horticultural Land" means iand engaged i prodiiction of vegetables small .
fruits, flowers and woody or herbaceous piants._ R R L e

NOTE. See "GUIDELINES" for further clarification.

Line 5B. Show total acreage of land unsuitable for farmiand. in the categories !iét__ d Thé‘:_Qa!déé-’;:)é'r-;é'ér.e"' for
each of these categories must reflect the same 1 00% valuation' per acré ‘for the same’ categories in non-
classified parceis within the jurisdiction. - _ T T e T R e

Line 5C. The 100% valuation per acre for forest fand shall be the 100% valuation per acre by county By forest

type established annually for the Tree Growth Tax Law. T e T T R e

Line 5D. Show the total acreage of other land not used for farmland. This does not include land unsuitable for =
farmland, which is shown in line 5B. Use categories include but are: not limited to home; camp or building
{structural) sites, camping (nonstructural) areas, roads, water storage areas, power lines; pipelines and railroads. -
Also indicate any areas you wish to exclude from current use classification.: The 100% valuation per acre for the
land classification within this category must be the same: 100%: valuation  per acre - used. for. identical
classifications in non-classified parcels in the jurisdiction. e T S

(OVER)



Line 5E. The assessor must spply the Junsdictrons certified munlcrpal assessment ratlo to the total 100%-_'_' 5
valuations of Sections A, B, C and D to arrive at the assessed valuatron of the parcel L

Line 7. All owners of the parcel must sign, unless represented by an authonzed agent who srgns

'Copres of the Farm and Open Space Bulletrn and further rnformation regardlng partrc:patlon may be obtemed byfi-'.
contacting the Bureau of Maine Revenue Services, Proper’ry Tex Dlvlsnon PO Box 9106 Augusta Marne 04333

GUIDELINES FOR AGRICULTURAL VALUA‘E’!ON .

The following GUIDELINES have been developed by the Department of Agrlculture and the Bureau of Malne
Revenue Services after review of commentary from the assessmg and agncuiturel commumtles e -_ o

The CATEGORIES indicated vary somewhat relative to Ianguage found m the Iaw our attempt to reconcrle that S
language with typical Maine farming practices follows :

SUGGESTED VALUES are a correlation of market data snelysrs and rncome streams attnbuteble to agrlcultural."-.
enterprise. . . , :

Upon consideration of the various ADJUSTMENTS relative to the statewu:!e averages assessors may develop
localized values, generally fallmg within the OBSERVED RANGE and justlf‘ ab!e on a cese by~case basrs :

PASTURE LAND.. Land devoted to the productzon of forage piants consumed by anrmals This mcludes grazmgf
tand, hay, ensilage, corn for ensilage and any other crops grown for forage S :

$325 per acre suggested value - observed range $1 00 - $525

CROP LAND.. Land used for field grown crops suich as @ typical Maire potato farm. This wouEd rnclude the'__*"_"';' L
usual crops grown in rotation with potatoes - comn for gram smell grams peas !up[nes broccolr etc S

$400 per acre suggested value - observed range $150 - $600 :
BLUEBERRY LAND...Land devoted to production of wild low-bush bluebernes
$400 per acre suggested value observed range $200 $800 |

HORTICULTURAL LAND | (EDIBLE)...Land used for lntensrve vegetsble and small frult productron marke’t'f o
gardening, strawberries, raspberries, high-bush bluebernes etc . ; RS s

$450 per acre suggested value - observed range $350 $650

HORTICULTURAL LAND Il (ORNAMENTAL). Land used for productlon of plented and cultlvated Chnstmas-_:-"
trees, flowers, sod, shrubs, trees and general nursery stock. -+ ;

$550 per acre suggested value - observed range $425 $850

ORCHARD LAND...Land devoted to the cultivation of trees beermg edlble frult There shou!d be e mlnlmumj -
stocking density of 60 trees per acre, . i

$450 per acre suggested value observed range $350 - $800 (For stendardifull size varretres) i
$650 per acre suggested value - observed range $450 - $1150. (For dwerf and semr-dwarf var retres)

SOIL TYPE, CONSERVATION MEASURES, CONVENIENCE AND PROXIMITY TO THE FARMSTEAD, FIELD
SIZE AND SHAPE, SLOPES, DRAINAGE, AERATION, ACCESSIBILITY TO AND CHOiLE OF " MARKETS, :
ROCKS, CLIMATE, COMMODITY YIELD AND PRICE.. :
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